| Corinthians 13: 4-13

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians:

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude.

[t does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

LLove never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for
1 tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For
we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the
complete comes, the partial will come to an end.

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish
ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known.

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these 1s love.

The Word of the Lord




2 Corinthians 4: 5-12
A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians:

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from

us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life
of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.

For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.

The Word of the Lord




Philippians: 1: 3-11
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians:

[ thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying wi.th joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now.

[ am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for
all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in
the defense and confirmation of the gospel.

For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of
Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what

is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord
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Philippians 4: & — ?

A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians:

Rejoice in the Lord always. | shall say it again; rejoice!

Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near.

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of

God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there
Is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about

these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me. Then the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.




Romans 3: 5-11
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.

But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by
his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of
his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by
his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord




Romans 6: 3-9

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him

by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the F ather, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly
be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. F or whoever has died is freed
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.

The Word of the Lord



Romans 8:14-23

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, “Abba! Father!” it
s that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if; in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

The Word of the Lord.




Romans 8: 28-39

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for
all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who 1s to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who 1s at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord




Romans 14: 7-12

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

We do not live for ourselves, and we do not die for ourselves. If we live,
we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God.

For 1t 1s written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord
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] Thessalonians 4: 13-18

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians:

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope.

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

The Word of the Lord




